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1. AFTER DISPATCH REFTEL MOFA NOTE DATED AUGU ST 4
CONCERNING RELEASE MIDNIGHT SUN RECEIVED IN EMBASS Y.
TEXT FOLLOWS .

2.	 (COMPLIMENTARY OPENING )
"AND WITH REFERENCE T O THE QUESTION OF THE UNITE D

STATES VESSEL "MIDNIGHT SUN", HAS THE HONOUR TO R E-
STATE THE FOLLOWIN G:

1. THAT THE VESSEL HAS BLATANTLY VIOLATED TH E
INTERNAL AND TERRITORIA L WATERS OF THE SOMALI DEMOCRATI C
REPUBLIC .

2. THAT THE VESSEL WAS NOT FLYING THE FLAG OF A
STATE CONTRARY TO INTERNATIONAL LAW AND THEREFORE TH E
RIGHT OF "INNOCENT PASSAGE" DID NOT APPLY IN THIS CAS E.

3. THAT THE VESSEL ATTEMPTED TO ESCAPE WHEN TH E
SOMALI COAST GUARDS SIGNALLED HER TO IDENTIFY IT S
NATIONALITY AND PURPOSE .



"THIS MINISTRY, HOWEVER, WISHES TO INFORM TH E
EMBASSY THAT, AS AN INDICATION OF GOODW lLL AND I N
THE LIGHT OF THE EVIDENT DESIR E FOR MUTUAL

COOPERATION BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES, THE SOMALI
GOVERNMENT HAS DECIDE D TO RELEASE THE VESSEL ON TH E
UNDERSTANDING THAT THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT WILL ,
I N FUTURE, ENSURE THAT SUCH VIOLATIONS WILL NO T
OCCUR UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANC E.

"FURTHERMORE, THE EMBASSY IS INFORMED THAT T HE
MATTER CONCERNING THIS VESSEL IS CLOSED AND THAT N

O CLAIMS FROMITS OWNERS OR FROM ANY OTHER QUARTER S
WILL BE ACCEPTED BY THE SOMALI GOVERNMEN T.

(COMPLIMENTARY CLOSIN G).

3. WE ASSUME DEPARTMENT WILL INFORM GUZZETA AND THA T
DEPARTMENT IN TOUCH WITH AMBASSADOR ADDOU. R E
PUBLICITY WE SUGGEGT DEPT ADOPT PASSIVE POLICY UNTI L
SHIP RELEASED. IF HOWEVER STATEMENT CONSIDERE

D NECESSARY WOULD APPRECIATE BEING INFORMED.

4. EMBASSY COMMENTS ON NOTE WILL FOLLOW IN SEPARAT E

MESSAGE .
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